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Occidente e Oriente siincontrano nel progetto di una struttura
industriale, metafora del processo economico indiano

* East meets West in a quirky design for an industrial building
“1 that provides a metaphor for the Indian economic process

A progetto_design by Vrinda Khanna, Robert Schultz
B %’, testo_text by Laura Bossi
‘w  foto_photos by Dinesh Mehta, Rajat Dilwali
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Il nurrieno daile messioni straniene in India, in costante
crescila, prova che 'Occadentie ha finalmente preso
ato delle potonzialitd economiche delfa pid
popolosa democrazia del mondo: un mosaico di stati
e dialetti dove | bambini crescons consapevali di
dover impacane alla pedezions dus cose (matematica
& inglese), lindia affianca alla spirtualita del passato
una visions pragmatica @ vivacemente in progress

Il resaiesma produce anche del passagal urbani

che mitano da un gioma all'aktro:; i pil delle volts,
rsitanc di pessima qualita. Cosd il fatte che In
unvarea pestlenica di Mumbar, disseminata di centri
commercial, utfici, labbrche, sia stato recentements
completato un complesso mdustrale di sagno
diverso deve essere salutato come una positiva
strategia di resistenza al peggio.

Resisters al kitsch che serpeggia nello stesso modao
i ogni periferia del mondo, evolulo o meng, si
Iraduce in questo caso inuna plasticith dalla doppia
anima, metafora delks ongini e della fermazione dei
progatisi. Nata a Mumbal nel 1868, Vrinda Khanna
ha studiato in India e a Dubal, per pol trasherdrsi
negli Statl Linitl, & Yake; nato nal 1965 a Summit,
Mew Jersay, Aobart Schultz ha frequentato
I'universita a Princeton & a Yale o collaborato

con Ventun & Scott Brawn.

Uuesto grande deposito per una compagnia
Internazicnale di traslochi, cha in un prossimo
futuro conserdara anche dalle opere o arte (i [ndi
# la prima strutiura di guesto tipa), nesce a inciders
Ia Banalivh ciel tessulo suburbano con un murs
tridimanshonala. Intessuto in verticabe con diel
giganteschi aculai aggettanti, npropane una
versions 'industriale’ del Palazzo del Diamanti

di Farrara, uno sguardo varso 'Decidente da
Irasporre i reakla, utilizzando, perd, una ecnologia
siudiata sul campo,

La struttura portante in cemento armato

& tampanaia con blocchatt di cemento, mentre

hr grandi bugne sono realizzate saldanda tra lomo
delle lasire matalliche. La supericia viene pal
spruzzala ad altissima velocita con delfla gunnite,
umin miscaela di caloe e sabbia e, quinds, intonacata
Una soduzions suggesits dal progettist strutturali,
Structwel Consultants, per ovviane alla difficolta

di realizzare queat) sdementi con tecnicha

dii prefabbricazions

Dove maggiorments si itrova la doppla anima degli
architetti - per nol cocidental la presenza dell altra
meta del mondao - & nel dettaglio costruttivo delle
finestre incassate negli aculsl sporganti: il murs
astemo consarva la sus unitariath tridimansiconals,
mia allo stesso empo difende 'intemo dalle
temparaturs torrde del clima indiano, lasciando
panatrars in forma attenuatn la lees del sole @

riducendo al minime l'intervento di quelta artificiale,

& The steaoily increasing number of forsgn
migsions o India proves that the West has finally
latchad on to the economic potential of the most
highly populated democracy In the warkd

A mosaic of states and dialects whare children
grow up aware that they must master two things
{English and maths), India combines its historical
spirituality with livaly and continually developing
pragmalism and vision.

Raoalism also produces urban landscapes that
change from ona day to another, most of the tima
furning out 1o b of visry poos quality, As a resull,

a positiva strategy of resistance 1o tha worst should
be identified in the construction of an industrial
complax with a differant character in an area on the
outskirts of Mumbail peppered with shopping
centres, offices and factories.

Resstance to the kitsch that meanders in the same
way across the outsking of avery motropolis
around the world, developed or athenwise,

has im this case given rise to a sculptural
architecture with a dual spirit, a metaphor for the
orngins and aducation of its designers. Born in
Mumbai in 1888, Wrinda Khanna studiad in India
and Dubal before maoving to Yaks inthe United
States; Robert Schultz was born in Summit, Mew
Jersay, in 1965, went 10 university at Princeton and
Wale and worked with Venturi & Scott Brown

This large warshouse for an intenational removal
company, which in tha near fulure will alsa house
wiorks of art (in India it is the first building of this
typel, manages to carve into the mundane
subUrDan fabric with a three-dimensional wall
Waoven vertically with giant projecting spines,

it otfers an “industrial” version of Ferrara's Palazzo
del Diamanti, a glance towarnds the West to b
transposed info reakity but with technology
developed intho feld,

The load-bearing structure in reinforced cancrete is
hedd with concrete blocks whise the langs rusticated
ashlars were made by welding together matal
shgals. The surface was then sprayed al high
speed with gunnite {a mix of calciwm and sand) and
then rendered, The structural enginsars Structwel
Consultants proposed this solution in order to
avercome ihe difficullies in bullding these alamants
using prafabricated technology.

Thearchitects” twin spirit - for us Westerners thie
prosance of the other half of the wordd - i most
evident in the construction detad of the windows.
gal into tha projaciing spines. The outsido wall
retains its threa-dimeansional uriity but al 1he sama
tima protects the inside from the torrkd Indlan
chmate, leaving sunlight io panatrala in an
accentuatad tashion and minimising the use

of artificial lght

Deposio per ln Writer Design Wnam Maanr] ok, Vinkshadl Pladicr
Corporation Chrintiar Pietsin, Mangared Suporficks costrus
Warshouss building for Goman, Ginger Nolan Bl nren
Writer Corporation Suaprisiin o et B225 oy [rotta_nas)
Mahape, Movi Mumnbal, indin strufturaie Anno di progetis
Local archélects ond Design phase
Progetic_Architects structurnl snginooring 2005
Virincia Kharna, Robert Schots Eructesd Cormdinmes Cawty (G it than
Oruppa di progettazions PR B, Sheetsl Thise 2005-2007
I.th—fﬂ'_fh"r—-r"”r—i
I | | |
L
N 3
L | L] L]
J—p
A ot

Paanta piano tern_ Ground floor plan

doirus D08 Novermbse Movember 2007

L'arna bn o sl trowa il ruowo
cmntro logeton dolla Wier
Corporation sl trova a
Makapss, reda podileria di
Blurmiani' con ke sue incusira
ol infeurilecs & o procharions
leggera, & uno ded cerrn pad
mportainh deda “muova
sconomia” indana. Conkro
In hanalti del possaggio
Circmatante, CoN SUCCRRION
cagianl o curinin wall

o patiem rigetAns o linestre
g awchitettl pigona una
[Nt R T BT
cormpoata da modull veeboal
L gt rasicne merma
o S rpkicn: L arna
comins fnarrts ol
CHNCO/SCAICo DManCuEs di
s magarsini, G spas

o Sooaas0 Bl epaen SN
Ircasnali re mung N cesnanio

o it i Codcwne moaso

1 FETiDE_ e

2 piatindorma di
Caronatanco
WA [t

3 chapoti e areed

& ufficia_affics

* The rerw logistics contm
of Writes Ciorpoiation
A i Tha Makages Al
o thie ouiakiria of Murrhal
A place e with [T xhaife
and Rght mars s s g &
i ora of B maat important
cantnes for Indils “naw
economy”. Sl agarat e
runaneness af [
surrounding Inndscans
with rarusom atnedr hes of
curtpin vniiing ard gt
window potierrss, th
rChisnCEs huy bt o e
dimannional iacacn "
(s off vertical modises

Tha intormal lyo & ve¥
nirmgle with i Coriral el
s besauctirsg b 8iche BAP0
warshoyags. Tha nooess
irans o fhe warshous?

il i e crenoril®

nrd painted red

Sarone rasversale Cross sochon 44






